EASA Updates Aug – Sep inclusive
1. EASA News 

4th September 2024
EASA launches public consultation for proposals on drone airworthiness and certification
EASA launches public consultation for proposals on drone airworthiness and certification | EASA (europa.eu)
The European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) has published Notice of Proposed Amendment (NPA) 2024-06 to consult aviation stakeholders and citizens on draft proposals for the initial and continuing airworthiness of certified unmanned aircraft systems (UAS). EASA proposes amendments to the existing acceptable means of compliance and guidance material (AMC & GM) to the UAS Regulations and Part 21, as well as new AMC & GM to the newly published Regulations (EU) 2024/1107 and (EU) 2024/1109, which were based on EASA Opinion No 03/2023.
The draft proposals aim to:
· ensure a high and uniform level of safety for UAS subject to certification and operated in the ‘specific’ category;
· provide guidance to the EU Member States’ competent authorities for the application of the UAS Regulations;
· support the implementation of the new regulatory framework applicable to UAS;
· help affected stakeholders understand the specificities of the new regulatory framework; and
· address the novelties of UAS compared to manned aviation.

5th September 2024
EASA mandates inspections of Rolls Royce Trent XWB-97 engines
EASA mandates inspections of Rolls-Royce Trent XWB-97 engines | EASA (europa.eu)
The European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) has mandated inspections on the Airbus A350-1000 fleet, powered by Rolls-Royce Trent XWB-97 engines, as a precautionary measure following a serious incident concerning a Cathay Pacific flight from Hong Kong earlier this week.
In an Emergency Airworthiness Directive (AD) 2024-0174-E, EASA mandated a phased one-off inspection of flexible fuel hose connections inside the engines to check for damage. The inspections need to take place over the next 3-30 days, depending on the individual engine history. In total, 86 A350-1000 aircraft are in service worldwide.
“This action is a precautionary measure, based on the information received from the initial investigation of the recent Cathay Pacific serious incident and on the airline’s findings in its own subsequent inspections,” said EASA Executive Director Florian Guillermet. “We will continue to follow closely all information that will be made available through the ongoing safety investigation.”
On September 1, 2024, an A350-1000 aircraft, operated by Cathay Pacific on a flight from Hong Kong to Zurich, experienced an in-flight engine fire shortly after take-off. The fire was promptly detected and extinguished, and the aircraft returned safely to Hong Kong. The aircraft was powered by Trent XWB-97 engines.
This event was classified as serious incident, and an International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Annex-13 investigation was opened by the Air Accident Investigation Authority (AAIA) of Hong Kong.
Following an inspection by Cathay Pacific of its A350 fleet, the airline reported similar problems on other aircraft.
EASA is State of Design airworthiness authority for the A350 aircraft and for the Trent XWB engines. The current measures are mandated for Trent XWB-97 engines. Trent XWB-84 engines, installed on the A350-900, are similar but differ in design and service history. On the basis of the available information, an extension of the measures to these engines is not warranted at this stage.
On 19th September EASA issued a follow up Airworthiness Directive for Trent XWB engines (The European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) has issued Airworthiness Directive (AD) 2024-0182 for Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines fitted on Airbus A350 aircraft.
The new AD supersedes EASA AD 2024-0174-E, which was issued in response to the serious incident with Cathay Pacific flight CX383 departing Hong Kong on September 2. The A350-1000 aircraft experienced an in-flight engine fire shortly after take-off. The fire was promptly detected and extinguished, and the aircraft returned safely to Hong Kong.
In-service and in-shop inspections since then have identified that a specific cleaning process available during engine refurbishment may lead to fuel manifold main fuel hose degradation. The new AD responds to this development.)
EASA acknowledges the publication on September 19, 2024 of the preliminary report on the Annex-13 investigation from the Air Accident Investigation Authority (AAIA) of Hong Kong.

17th September 2024
The EASA IAM Hub hosts easy to use digital tool for drone operators
The EASA’s IAM Hub hosts easy to use digital tool for drone operators: the critical area assessment tool | EASA (europa.eu)
EASA Innovative Air Mobility Hub has just launched the public version of its tool to determine the “critical area” of a drone. The size of the critical area is a key element to determine the ground risk within the SORA risk assessments, which are needed to authorise drone operations in the EU. 
UAS operators may use the default value of critical area, proposed in the SORA methodology or they may opt to define a more precise critical area value, to demonstrate a lower ground risk class. 
The critical area assessment can be complex due to the plethora of the contributing effects and factors. To reduce the burden on UAS operators and foster a harmonised approach towards the calculation of the critical area, EASA developed the Critical Area Assessment Tool (CAAT) to support applicants in the ground risk determination.
[image: ]
The Critical Area Assessment Tool is  hosted by the EASA Innovative Air Mobility (IAM) Hub which is a unique digital platform that brings together all actors in the European system including cities, regions, National authorities, the EU, operators and manufactures. The primary goal is to facilitate the safe, secure, efficient, and sustainable implementation of IAM practices. It is flagship action number 7 of the Drones Strategy 2.0.

26th September 2024
EASA Research Report Updates
Water behaviour in aviation fuel under cold temperature conditions (WAFCOLT) - EASA/2010/1 | EASA (europa.eu)
SABATAIR – Safe Transport of Lithium Batteries by Air - Lithium ion cell exposure to an on-board external fire | EASA (europa.eu)
FACTS – Toxicity of contaminated aircraft cabin air - Facts about cabin air quality on-board large transport aircraft | EASA (europa.eu)

28th September 2024
EASA issues CZIBs for Israel and Lebanon
EASA issues CZIBs for Israel and Lebanon airspace | EASA (europa.eu)
The European Commission and the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) are closely monitoring the situation in the Middle East and its impact on civil aviation following the recent spike in military exchanges between Israel and Hezbollah.
An overall intensification of air strikes and degradation in the security situation has been noted, impacting the safety of airspace over Israel and Lebanon.
In that context, the European Commission and EASA have decided to issue CZIBs recommending not to operate within the airspaces of Lebanon and Israel at all flight levels. The recommendation is valid until October 31, 2024 and can be reviewed earlier and adapted or withdrawn subject to the revised assessment.
EASA will continue to closely monitor the situation, with a view to assess whether there is an increase or decrease of risks for EU aircraft operators as a result of the evolution of the threat.




2. Initial Airworthiness
[bookmark: _Hlk167350745]4th September 2024
NPA 2024-06 - Introduction of a regulatory framework for the operation of drones — Enabling the initial airworthiness of UAS subject to certification, and the continuing airworthiness of those UAS operated in the ‘specific’ category
NPA 2024-06 - Introduction of a regulatory framework for the operation of drones — Enabling the initial airworthiness of UAS subject to certification, and the continuing airworthiness of those UAS operated in the ‘specific’ category | EASA (europa.eu)
This Notice of Proposed Amendment (NPA) puts forward a proposal for the establishment of a set of new, as well as the amendment of existing, acceptable means of compliance (AMC) and guidance material (GM) associated with the applicable regulatory framework (Commission Delegated Regulations (EU) 2024/1107 and (EU) 2024/1108, and Commission Implementing Regulations (EU) 2024/1109 and (EU) 2024/1110) for the initial airworthiness requirements for unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) that are subject to certification, and the continuing airworthiness of those certified UAS operated in the ‘specific’ category. The NPA addresses new operational and mobility concepts that are based on innovative technologies, such as UAS, and fosters and promotes their acceptance and adoption by European citizens.
The specific objectives of the proposed new and amended AMC and GM are to:
· ensure a high and uniform level of safety for UAS subject to certification and operated in the ‘specific’ category;
· create the conditions for the safe operation of UAS in the U-space airspace;
· promote innovation and development in the field of innovative air mobility (IAM) while establishing an efficient, proportionate, and well-designed regulatory framework which does not unnecessarily hinder the development of the UAS market;
· provide guidance to the competent authorities of the EU Member States for the application of the UAS Regulations;
· support the implementation of the new regulatory framework applicable to UAS;
· help affected stakeholders understand the specificities of the new regulatory framework;
· address the novelties of UAS compared to manned aviation.



3. Additional Airworthiness



4. Continuing Airworthiness

13th August 2024
Forged EASA Form 1 
Forged EASA Form 1 - SPRING (FUEL PUMP) - LEONARDO S.p.A. - Divisione Velivoli F260 | EASA (europa.eu)
EASA has become aware of an unapproved part with a forged EASA Form 1.
The Italian National Aviation Authority (ENAC) has informed EASA about a third-party notification regarding a suspected falsified EASA Form 1 dated 12/06/2024 issued under the name of Secondo Mona S.p.A., an Italian approved production organisation. The unapproved part is a Spring (Fuel Pump) with the Part Number 207-2-017 and not listed in the Capability List of Secondo Mona S.p.A.
Recommendation: Maintenance organisations, aircraft owners, operators, independent certifying staff, manufacturers, and parts suppliers are invited to make a determination of eligibility of this part for installation, before accepting such a part into their organisations or before fitting it to an aircraft.
If this part is found in stock, it is recommended that the part be quarantined to prevent installation until a determination can be made regarding its eligibility for installation.
It is also recommended to maintenance organisations, aircraft owners, and operators to check whether the unapproved part is already installed on in-service aircraft. If so, the part must be replaced with an approved one. The unapproved part shall be quarantined.
It is recommended that any new information, regarding the re-certification or scrapping of this part together with a copy of the relevant certificate, should be sent to the EASA at SDM@easa.europa.eu.




5. Air Operations, Aircrew and Medical

19th August 2024
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/2076
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/2076 | EASA (europa.eu)
Amending Regulations (EU) No 1178/2011 and (EU) No 965/2012 as regards the clarification of requirements for cruise relief co-pilots, updates of requirements for flight crew licensing and medical certification, and improvements for general aviation


	

6. EU Aviation Rule Structure



7. Regulatory Authorities




8. Third Country Operators



9. Unmanned Airborne Systems
[bookmark: _Hlk179368134]4th September 2024
NPA 2024-06 - Introduction of a regulatory framework for the operation of drones — Enabling the initial airworthiness of UAS subject to certification, and the continuing airworthiness of those UAS operated in the ‘specific’ category
NPA 2024-06 - Introduction of a regulatory framework for the operation of drones — Enabling the initial airworthiness of UAS subject to certification, and the continuing airworthiness of those UAS operated in the ‘specific’ category | EASA (europa.eu)
This Notice of Proposed Amendment (NPA) puts forward a proposal for the establishment of a set of new, as well as the amendment of existing, acceptable means of compliance (AMC) and guidance material (GM) associated with the applicable regulatory framework (Commission Delegated Regulations (EU) 2024/1107 and (EU) 2024/1108, and Commission Implementing Regulations (EU) 2024/1109 and (EU) 2024/1110) for the initial airworthiness requirements for unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) that are subject to certification, and the continuing airworthiness of those certified UAS operated in the ‘specific’ category. The NPA addresses new operational and mobility concepts that are based on innovative technologies, such as UAS, and fosters and promotes their acceptance and adoption by European citizens.
The specific objectives of the proposed new and amended AMC and GM are to:
· ensure a high and uniform level of safety for UAS subject to certification and operated in the ‘specific’ category;
· create the conditions for the safe operation of UAS in the U-space airspace;
· promote innovation and development in the field of innovative air mobility (IAM) while establishing an efficient, proportionate, and well-designed regulatory framework which does not unnecessarily hinder the development of the UAS market;
· provide guidance to the competent authorities of the EU Member States for the application of the UAS Regulations;
· support the implementation of the new regulatory framework applicable to UAS;
· help affected stakeholders understand the specificities of the new regulatory framework;
· address the novelties of UAS compared to manned aviation.



10. Ground Handling


11. [bookmark: _Hlk56410165]Aerodromes




12. ATM/ANS
[bookmark: _Hlk140228980]5th September 2024
EASA publishes new AMC and GM to SERA harmonising global aviation legislation
EASA publishes new AMC and GM to SERA harmonising global aviation legislation | EASA (europa.eu)
The European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) has published Amendment 7 of Issue 1 of the Acceptable Means of Compliance and Guidance Material to the Standardised European Rules of the Air (AMC & GM to SERA) stemming solely from the maintenance of the SERA regulatory framework.
Decisions 2024/006/R, 2024/007/R, and 2024/008/R introduce the new set of AMC and GM that will support pilots, air traffic controllers, airport operators, authorities, and other entities with implementing Regulations (EU) 2024/403, 2024/404, 2024/405. The Regulations harmonise the European Union (EU) and International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) legislation in the regulatory domains of SERA, Air Traffic Management / Air Navigation Services (ATM/ANS), and Aerodromes (ADR).
In particular, the updated AMC and GM:
· harmonise the process and phraseology of standard instrument departure (SID) and standard instrument arrival (STAR) speed restrictions with ICAO;
· show how to use the changed procedure for European radio communication failures;
· recommend the mention of ballistic parachutes in the flight plan in response to a safety recommendation addressed to EASA; and
· clarify the indication of radio mandatory and transponder mandatory zones on relevant charts, based on extensive stakeholder feedback.
Regulations (EU) 2024/403, 2024/404, and 2024/405 were published by the European Commission in April 2024, considering EASA Opinion No 03/2023 under EASA Rulemaking Task RMT.0476. This final batch of AMC and GM brings Subtasks 1 and 2 of RMT.0476 to a close.



13. Balloons & Sailplanes


14. SERA
5th September 2024
EASA publishes new AMC and GM to SERA harmonising global aviation legislation
EASA publishes new AMC and GM to SERA harmonising global aviation legislation | EASA (europa.eu)
The European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) has published Amendment 7 of Issue 1 of the Acceptable Means of Compliance and Guidance Material to the Standardised European Rules of the Air (AMC & GM to SERA) stemming solely from the maintenance of the SERA regulatory framework.
Decisions 2024/006/R, 2024/007/R, and 2024/008/R introduce the new set of AMC and GM that will support pilots, air traffic controllers, airport operators, authorities, and other entities with implementing Regulations (EU) 2024/403, 2024/404, 2024/405. The Regulations harmonise the European Union (EU) and International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) legislation in the regulatory domains of SERA, Air Traffic Management / Air Navigation Services (ATM/ANS), and Aerodromes (ADR).
In particular, the updated AMC and GM:
· harmonise the process and phraseology of standard instrument departure (SID) and standard instrument arrival (STAR) speed restrictions with ICAO;
· show how to use the changed procedure for European radio communication failures;
· recommend the mention of ballistic parachutes in the flight plan in response to a safety recommendation addressed to EASA; and
· clarify the indication of radio mandatory and transponder mandatory zones on relevant charts, based on extensive stakeholder feedback.
Regulations (EU) 2024/403, 2024/404, and 2024/405 were published by the European Commission in April 2024, considering EASA Opinion No 03/2023 under EASA Rulemaking Task RMT.0476. This final batch of AMC and GM brings Subtasks 1 and 2 of RMT.0476 to a close.
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